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“An Act to reorganize the Twentieth
Judicial District of Texas and to create
the Eighty-third Judicial District of
Texas; to fix the time of holding court
in said districts and to provide for or-
ganizing grand juries at certain terms
in gald court; to provide for the reten-
tion of the judge of the Twentieth Ju-
dicial District in office and for the ap-
pointment of a judge of the said Eighty-
third Judicial Distriet and to abolish
' the office of district attorney for the
said Twentieth Judicial District, and
to provide that the county attorneys of
the said three counties of Milam, Rob-
ertson and Brazos shall perform the
duties of the district attorney for said
district; providing for the retention of
the district clerks of the said three
counties in office; to diminish the eivil
and criminal jurisdiction of the county
courts of Robertson and Brazos Coun-
ties, and to conform the jurisdiction of
the distriect court of sald counties to
gaid change; providing for the appoint-

ment of an official court reporter and to-

fix his compensation; to repeal all laws
and parts of laws In conflict herewith,
and declaring an emergency,”

Have had same under consideration
and beg to report it back with the ree-
ommendation that it do pass, and be
not printed.

Buchanan of Scurry, Chairman;
King, Parr, McCollum, Henderson,
Hall, Dean.

(Floor Report.)

Senate Chamber,
Austin, Texas, February 27, 1917.

Hon. W. P, Hobby, President o} the

Senate. -

Sir: We, your Committes on
Roads, Bridges and Ferries, to whom
was referred

H. B. No. 693, A bill to be entitled
“An Act to amend Sections 4, b, 6,
7, 8, 9, 10 and 11 of an Act to pro-
vide & special road law for Denton
County, Texas, to abollsh overseer
system in Denton, County, Texas, etc..
and declaring an emergency,"”

Have had the same under comsid-
eration, and beg leave to report the
same back to the Senate, with the
recommendation that it do pass, and
. be ;not. printed.

Caldwell, Chairman; Buchanan o!
Socurry, ‘Floyd, Clark, Gibson.

(Floor Report.)

Senate Chamber, .
Austin, Texas, Feb. 27, 1917,
Hon. W. P. Hobby, President of the

Senate.

Sir: We, your Committee on
Roads, Bridges and Ferries, to whom
was referred
. H. B. No. 718, A bill to be entitled

An Act to create a more efficient
road system for Newton County, Tex-
as, and creating the office of super
intendent of public roads, etc., and
declaring an emergency,”

Have had the same under consid-
eration, and beg leave to report the
same back to the Senate with the rec-
ommendation that it do pass, and be
Dot printed.

Caldwell, Chairman: Buchanan of
Seurry, Floyd, Clark, Gibson.

TEIRT‘_f - NINTH DAY.

Senate Chamber,
Austin, Texas,
Wednesday, February 28, 1917.

The Senate met at 10 o'clock a.
m,, pursuant to adjournment, and
was called to order by Lieutenant
Governor W. P. Hobby.

The roll was called, a quorum
being present, the following Senators
answering to their names:

Alderdice, Hoplkins.
Beailey. Hudspeth.
Bee. Johnson of Hall.

Buchanan of Bell. Johnston of Harris.
Buchananof Scurry.King,

Caldwell. Lattimore.
Clark, MeCollum.
Dayton. McNealus.
Dean. Page.
Decherd. Parr.
Floyd. Robbing,
Gibson, Strickland.
Hall. Sulter.
Harley. Westbrook.,
Henderson. Woodward,

Absent—Excusged,
Smith.

Prayer by the Chaplain.

Pending the reading of the Journal
of yesterday, the same was dispensed
1;::rdt‘.hk on motion of Senator Weat-

TOOK,

Petitions and Memorials.
See Appendix,
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Committee Reports.
See Appendix.

Bills and Resolutions.

By Senator Parr:

S. B. No. 443, A bill to be entitled
“An Act granting to the City of Cor-
pus Christi, Texas, all right, title and
interest of the State of Texas in and
to the land lying and being situated
under the watera of Corpus Christi
Bay within the limits of the City of
Corpus Christi as such now exists, or
as said limits may be extended at
any time hereafter by Act of the Leg-
islature, sald grant being for public
purposes, reserving, however, the
mineral rights in said land unto the
State; and granting to the City of
Corpus Christi the right, power and
authority to construect, own and
maintain at any place or places with-
in such territory such seawalls,
break-waters and dams as may be de-
sirable, and to fill in the space be-
tween the mainland and said sea-
walls, break-waters, shore protec-
tions and dams with sand, dredge
spoils, or any other material taken
from the waters of Corpus Christi
Bay, free of any cost from the said
city to the sald State; granting to
the sald city all areas formed by
said filling in for public purposes;
and authorizing the said City of Cor-
pus Christi to construct such walks,
drives, parks and bulldings thereon as
may be desirable for public purposes,
and authorizing the lease of said
buifldings; and authorizing said City
of Corpus Christi to construct, own
and maintain jetties and sea protec-
tions placed or made into said Corpus
Christl Bay within said clity limlits,
and within the territory ceded here-
in, for the protection of boats from
roughness of the bay; and authoriz-
ing sald City of Corpus Christi to
construct, own and maintain pleas-
ure plers and wharves in said Cor-
pus Christi Bay in front of said sea-
walls, break-waters, shore protections
and dams for public purposes; and
authorizing the lease of same; and
authorizing the said City of Corpus
Christf to grant franchises for the
construction, operating and maintain-
ing pleasure piers and wharves in sald
Corpus Christi Bay in front of said
seawalls, shore protections and dams
for public purposes; and authorizing
the said City of Corpus Christ! to

grant franchises for the construction
of plers, wharves, docks, slips, ele-
vatore, loading and unloading devices
and warehouses into the waters of
Corpus Christi Bay beyond said sea-
walls, break-waters, shore protec-
tions and dams, but within the said
city limits, and within any pre-
scribed portion of the waterfront of
said city fronting wupon Corpus
Christi Bay for the purpose of carry-
ing on shipping or maritime coms=
merce, said franchises to be granted
only upon vote of the people of said
city; and authorizing the said City
of Corpus Christi to remove and
abate any encroachments or strue-
tures of any kind now exlisting on
said property, and bring any suit or
suits {n its own name as may be
necessary to carry out the provisions
of this Act; and authorizing the sald
City of Corpus Christi to exercise the
right of eminent domain and con-
demn real and personal property, in-
cluding riparian rights and littoral
rights, and fixing the method and
mode for exercising such right of
eminent domain and condemnation,
and declaring an emergency.”

Read first time and referred to the
ggimmittee on Public Lands and Land

ce,

By Senator Johnson of Hall:

S. B. No. 444, A bill to be entitled
“An Act to establish Common School
District No. 10 in Dickens County,
Texas, and extending its boundaries
g0 as to include certain lands hereto-
fore Common School District No. 1
of said Dickens County, Texas, pro-
vided that such parts of Common
School Distriet No. 1 of sald Dickens
County ar may hereafter be Included
in Common School District No, 10
shall continue to be subject to taxe-
tion for the payment of the principal
and interest, and creating a sinking
fund for any bonds that may have
heretofore been issued by School
District No. 1, and remalning unpaid,
conferring upon said Common School
District No. 1 all authority now con-
ferred by the general laws of the
State of Texas upon common school
districts, and placing the affairs of
sald district in a board of trustees
to be composed of three members
and conferring the nower upon the
County Judge of Dickens County,
Texas. to appoint three trustees for
said Common School District No. 10,
one of whom shall hold office until
May 1, 1918, or until his successor
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has been duly elected and qualified,
‘and the other two shall hold office
until May 1, 1919, or until their suc-
cessors are duly elected and qualified,
and thereafter to be elected as di-
rected by the statute governing com-
mon school districts, and declaring
an emergency.’

Read first time and referred to the
Committee on Educational Affairs.

(Senator Hudspeth in the chair.)

House Joint Resolution No. 2,

The Chair laid before the Senate
as regular order on its third reading:

H. J. R. No. 2, “"House Joint Res-
olution to amend Section 10, Article
1, of the Constitution of the State of
Texas, providing for certain rights
of accused persons In criminal prose-
cutions and the manner in which the
cage may be prosecuted, and provid-
ing for the procuring of the testi-
mony of the witnesses for both de-
fense and prosecution.”

Senator McNealus moved that the
resolution be laid on the table sub-
" Ject to call. :

The motion was lost.

Action recurred upon H. J. R. No.
2, and the same was lald before the
Senate, read third time and passed
by the following vote:

Yeas—21,

derdice. Hopkins.
gluchannn of Bell. Johnson of Hall

Buchananof Scurry.Johnston of Harrls,

1dwell. Lattimore.
. glrk. MecNealus.
Dayton. Parr.
Dean, Robbins.
Decherd. Strickland.
Floyd. Suiter,
Glgzon. ‘Westbrook.
Harley.
Nays—3.
M“‘ Hudl’peth.
Bee,

Present—Not Voting.

Hall. Page.
Abgent.
Hendersaon. MecCollum.
King. Woodward.
Absent—Hxcused.

Bmith.

Senator McNealus moved to recon-
gider the vote by which H. J. R. No.
2 was passed and table the motion to
reconsider’

The motion to table prevailed.

(Lieutenant Governor Hobby in
the chair.)

House Joint Resolution No. 15.

The Chair laid before the Senate
1ss regular order on its second read-
ng:

H. J. R. No. 16, Proposing to
amend the Constitution of the State
of Texas by amending Section 2 of
Article 6 of the Constitution by
striking out and repealing said Sec-
tion 2 and substituting in lieu thereof
another Secton 2; defining qualified
electore in this State; prescribing
where such electors may vote; fixing
the time for the election for the
adoption or rejection of sald pro-
posed constitutional amendment;
making certain provisions for said
election and the ballots thereof and
method of voting; directing the is-
suance of proclamation therefor; pre-
scribing certaln dutles for the Gov-
ernor of the State, and making an
appropriation to defray the expenses
of sald election.”

The resolution was read, and Sen-
ator Buchanan of Bell offered the fol-
lowing amendment:

(1) Amend Section 1 of H. J. R.
No. 15 so that the same shall here-
after read as follows:

“Section 1. That Section 2 of
Article 6 of the Constitution of the
State of Texas, be amended by
striking out or repealing Section 2
thereof and substituting in lien
thereof the following, to wit: Sec.
2. Every male person subject to
none of the foregoing disqualifica-
tions, who shall have attained the
age of twenty-one vears and who
ghall be a citizen of the United States
and who shall have resided in this
State one year next preceding an
election and the last slx months
within the district or county In
which he offers to vote, shall be
deemed a qualified elector, and all
electors shall vote In the election
nrecinct of thelr residence;: provided,
that electors living in any unorzan-
ized county may vote at anv election
precinct in the county to which such
county {8 attached for judicial pur-
poses; and provided further, that
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any voter who is subject to pay a poll
tax under the laws of the State of
Texas shall have paid said tax before
he offers to vote at any election in
this State and hold a receipt show-
ing his poll tax paid before the first
day of February next preceding such
election. Or if said voter shall have
lost or misplaced said tax receipt,
he shall be entitled to vote upon
making aflidavit before any officer
authorized to administer oaths that
such tax receipt has been lost. Such
affidavit shall be made in writing and
left with the judge of election. And
this provision of the Constitution
ghall be self-enacting wlt‘huut_ the
necessity of further legislation.’

Senator Caldwell offered the fol-
lowing substitute for the pending
amendment: :

Amend H. J. R. No. 15 by striking
out Section 1 thereof and insert in
lieu thereof the following:

Section 1. That Section 2 of Ar-
ticle 6, of the Constitution of the
State of Texas, be amended so as _tu
hereafter read as follows, to wit:
Sec. 2. Every male person subject
to none of the foregoing disqualifica-
tions who shall have attained the age
of twenty-one years, and who shall
be a citizen of the United States,
and who shall have resided in this
State one vyear next preceding An
election, and the last six months
within the distriect or county in
which he offers to vote, shall be
deemed a qualified elector, and shall
have resided in this State one year
next preceding such election, and the
Jast six months in the county in
which he offers to vote, shall also be
deemed a qualified elector; and all
electors shall vote in the elec‘tton
precinct of their residence; provided
that electors living in any unorgan-
ized county may vote at any election
precinct in the county to which such
county is attached for judicial pur-
poses. And this provision of the
Constitution shall be self-enacting
without the necessity of further leg-

islation.”
CALDWELL,
HUDSPETH.

Senator Floyd moved to table the
gubstitute, which motion prevailed by
the followlng vote:

Yeas—18,
Alderdice. Buchananof Scurry.
Balley. Dayton.

Buchanan of Bell. Dean.

Decherd, Lattimore,
Floyd. Robbins.
Gibson. Strickland.
Henderson. Suiter,
Hopkina. Westbrook.
Johnson of Hall, Woodward,
Nays—8.
Bee. MeCollum.
Hudspeth. McNealus,
Johnston of Harris.Page.
King. Parr,
Present—Not Voting.
Harley,

Pairs Recorded.

Senator Caldwell (present), who
would vote '“nay”; Senator Clark
(absent), who would vote "yea.”

Senator Hall (present), who
would vote *“nay’”; Senator Smith
{absent), who would vote “yvea."

Action recurred upon the pending
amendment, and

Senator Lattimore offered the fol-
lowing amendment to the amend-
ment, which was adopted:

Amend the amendment by striking
out the words “Section 2 of'" in line
1, Section 1, of the proposed amend-
ment.

The amendment as amended was
then adopted.

Senator Buchanan of Bell offered
the following amendment:

(2) Amend the caption to H. J. R.
No. 15 so that the same shall here-
after read as follows:

“House Joint Resolution to amend
Article 6 of the Constitution by
striking out and repealing said Seec-
tion 2 and substituting in lieu there-
of another Section 2; defining qual-
fied electors in the State; prescrib-
ing where such electors may vote;
fixing the time for the election for
the adoption or rejection of said
amendment and directing the issu-
ance of proclamation thereof: pre-
scribing certain duties for the Gover-
nor of the State; and making an ap-
propriation to defray the expense of
sald election, and preseribing form
of ballot.

Pending.

Bill Signed.

The Chair, Lieutenant Governor
Hobby, gave notice of signing, and
did sign, in the presence of the Ben-
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afe, after its caption had been read,
the following bill:

8. B. No. 37, A bill to be entitled
“An Act to amend Articles 6772,
6773, 6774 and 6775, of Chapter 1,
Title 117, Revised Civil Statutes of
Texas, relating to the transcribing
of records from the parent county
into the newly created counties which
have been created either in whole or
in part from the territories of any
other county or counties in this
State, or to which may have been
added since its creation the territory
of any other county or counties in this
State so as tp authorize the commis-
sioners court of the new county to
employ a competent person to tran-
scribe the same, other than the coun-
ty clerk of such new county, to re-
peal all laws in conflict herewith,
and declaring an emergency.”

Special Committee Report.
(By unanimous consent.)

Senate Chamber,
Austin, Texas, Feb. 27, 1917.

Hon. W. P. Hobby, President of the
Senate; Homn. F. 0. Fuller, Speaker
of the House of Representatives.
Sirs: We, your committee ap-

pointed to investigate the removal of

the chandeliers in the Senate Cham-
ber and the Hall of the House of

Representatives, beg leave to report

as Tollows:

Upon investigation, we found that
the State Fire Marshal had ordered
the building rewired as a matter of
safety from fire, and it became
necessary to remove the chandeliers
for the purpose of installing the new
wiring. The removal was done un-
der the direction of the late Captain
Owens, former Superintendent of
Public Buildings and Grounds.
After the chandeliers were taken
down it was decided to renlace them
with other and more up-to-date fix-
tures, but the appropriation becom-
ing exhausted, the new fixtures were
not installed nor was there any
money left out of the appropriation
with which to replace the old ones.

The old chandeliers are now
stored in the basement, together
with all the old wiring, ete., which
were removed by order of the State
Fire Marshal.

The appropriation for repairs on
the Canitol bullding being exhausted,
there /a8 now no money in that fund

with which to rehang the chande-
liers.

We attach hereto an estimate from
Wright Bros. for rehanging the
chandeliers taken down. These are
the same parties who took them
down. These same parties also pro-
pose to relight the Hall of the House
of Representatives and the Senate
Chamber with Brasco lights of twen-
ty-three inch diameter, twelve lights
to each hall, for the same sum as
named in estimate for rehanging the
old chandeliers.

We further found that the old
wiring removed from the building
when it was rewired by order of the
State PFire Marshal is now in the
basement of this building, and worth
probably $1,600 to $2,000.

We would suggest that this junk
be sold to the highest bidder and
the proceeds, or so much thereof as
may be needed, used in relighting the
Hall of Representatives and the Sen-
ate Chamber with whichever system
may be decided upon by your re-
spective bodies as being the most
desirable.

We would suggest that bids be ad-
vertised for doing the work of re-
placing the chandeliers or new lights
as may be decided. We would ecall
attention to the fact that if the
Brasco system, which can be seen in
the Publiec Library, should be de-
cided upon, the price of the old fix-
tures could be applied upon the new
system. Respectfully submitted,

JNO. H. BAILEY,

0. 8. LATTIMORE,

Committee from the Senate.

R. E. YANTIS,

J. A. DODD,

DAN 8. McMILLIN,

Committee from the House of Repre-
sentatives.

Austin, Texas, Jan. 24, 1917.
Col. Chas. L. Stowe, Superintendent

Public Building and Grounds,
Capitol,
Dear 8Sir: TFor your information,

I beg to submit the following figures
for rehanging and rewiring the old
fixtures that originally hung in the
Senate and House of Representa-
tives:

Four Large Fixtures.

300 Sockets ...........:... $ 80.00
1,000 Feet fixture wire..... 13.36
500 Feet No. 12 wire...... 12.00
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Labor rewiring and hanging 96.00

CleanIng .. nimiassiosia 26.65
$228.00

Eight Small Fixtures.
240 Sockets ........ e....d 64.00
1,000 Feet fixture wire....... 13.35

7.20
96.00
106.65

$287.20

300 Feet No. 12 wire.......
Labor rewiring and hanging.
Glass

|||||||||||||||||||||

Changing Cireuits,

450 Feet l%-inch pipe...... $ 45.00
LT oo s v s 5 5 s 008 6 Gl B0 13.35

$ 58.35
Orand total ... .consmsuvims $573.556

If this work is awarded, we will
try to complete it in one week, and
if there is any further information
tha} you desire in connection with
this matter we will be very glad to
undertake to furnish it upon your re-
quest. Additional cost for lamps
“‘i]l h{\' slzﬂf

Yours very truly,
WRIGHT BROS.

The foregoing report and estimate
are entered here on motion of Sena-
tor Bailey.

Recess,

At 12:55 o'clock, on motion of
Senator Page, the Senate recessed
until 2:30 o'clock p. m. today.

After Reccess,
(Afternoon Session,)

The Senate was called to order by
Lieutenant Governor Hobby.

House Joint Resolution No. 185.
(Pending.)

Action recurred upon H. J. R. No.
15 as pending business, the question
being upon the amendment of Sena-
tor Buchanan of Bell.

The amendment was adopted.

On motion of Senator Lattimore,
H. J. R. No. 10 was passed to its
third reading.

House Bill No. 38.

The Chair lald before the Senate
?s regular order on its second read-
ng:

H. B. No. 38, A bill to be entitled
“An Act to amend Articles 1521,
15622, 1543, 1544 and 1526 of the
Revised Civil Statutes of 1911, as
amended by the Acts of the Thirty-
third ILegislature, approved March
28, 1913, defining the original and
appellate jurisdiction of the Supreme
Court, and regulating the practice
therein.”

The bill was read, and Senator
Dean offered the following amend-
ment, which was read and adopted:

(1) Amend the bill by striking out
lines 9, 10, 11 and 12 and down to
and including the word ‘“correction”
in line 13, page 2, of the printed bill,
and insert in lieu thereof the follow-
ing:

“6. In any other case in which it
is made to appear that an error of
law has been committed by the Court
of Civil Appeals of such importance
to the jurisprudence of the State as
in the opinion of the Supreme Court
requires correction—but excluding
those cases in which the jurisdiction
of the Court of Civil Appeals is made
finnl by statute.”

Senator Lattimore offered the fol-
lowing amendment, which was read
and adopted:

(2 Amend H. B. No. 38 hy strik-
ine out a1l of lipe 29, nage 1. of the
nrinted hill. and inserting in Mleu
thereof the following: ““all questions
of law arising in cases of which the
Courts of Civil Appeals have appel-
late jurisdiction.”

By unanimous consent, the bill was
laid on the table subject to call.

Message from the House,

Hall of the House of Representatives.
Austin, Texas, Feb. 28, 1917,
Hon. W. P. Hobby, President of the

Senate.

Sir: 1 am directed by the House
to inform the Senate that the House
concurs In Senate amendments to H.
J. R. Nn. 2 by the following vote:
Yeasg 122, Nays 0.

Concurs in Senate amendments to
H. B. No. b0,

Requests the Senate to return H.
B. No. 33 for correction.

Respectfully,
BOB BARKER,
Chlef Clerk, House of Representativns,
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Simple Resolution No. 101.
(By unanimous consent.)

By Senator King:

Whereas, that chivalric and cour-
ageous soldier of the Old South, Gen-
eral Felix H. Robertson, of whom all
Texas is proud, is in the city, there-
fore be it

Resolved, That he be granted the
privilege of the Senate floor while in
the city and that he be invited to
address the Senate,

The resolution was
adopted. _

General Robertson addressed the
Senate briefly.

read and

- House Bill No. 33 Returned to the
House.

On motion of Senator McNealus,
the Senate granted the request of
the House and returned H. B. No.
33 for correction.

House Bill No, 21,
(By unanimous consent.)

The Chair laid before the Senate
on second reading:

H. B. No. 21, A bill to be entitled
“An Act fixing the salaries of judges
of the Supreme Court and the Court
of Criminal Appeals and the judges
of the Courts of Civil Appeals and
of the District Courts of this State,
and declaring an emergency.”

Senator Bailey moved the adop-
tion of the majority (favorable)
committee report.

As a substitute, Senator Buiter
moved the adoption of the minority
(adverse) - committee report.

Senator Bailey moved the previous
question on the adoption of the ma-
jority committee report and on the
substitute motion of Senator Suiter.

The previous question being duly
seconded, the main question was or-
dered.

Action recurred on the substitute
motion to adopt the minority (ad-
verse) committee report, and the
same was lost by the following vote:

Yeas—T.
Dayton. Johnson of Hall
Decherd. Robbins,
Floyd. Suiter,

Hopkins,

767
Nays—21.
Alderdice. Henderson.
Bailey. Hudspeth.
Bee, Johnston of Harris,

Buchanan of Bell. King.
Buchananof Scurry.Lattimore,

Caldwell. MeCollum.
Clark. Page.
Dean. Parr.
Gibson. Strickland.
Hall. Woodward,
Harley.

Absent.
MeNealus. Westbrook,

Absent—Excused.
Smith.

The majority (favorable) commit-
tee report was then adopted.

Senator Page offered the follow-
ing amendment:

{1) Amend the bill by striking out
all after the enacting clause and in-

) serting the following:

Section 1. That from and after
the passage of this Aect the judges
of the Supreme Court and the judges
of the Court of Criminal Appegls of
this State shall be paid an annual
salary of six thousand ($6,000.00)
dollars, payable in equal monthly in-’
stallments; that the judges of the
several Courts of Civil Appeals of
this State shall be paid an annual
salary of five thousand ($5,000.00)
dollars, payable in monthly install-
ments; that the judges of the Dis-
trict Courts of this State shall be
paid an annual salary of thirty-six
hundred ($3.600.00) dollars, payable
in monthly installments,

Sec. 2. All laws and parts of laws
in confiliet herewith be and the same
are hereby repealed.

Sec. 3. The fact that the judges
of the several courts of this State
are inadeguately paid creates an

. emergency and an imperative public

necessity exists requiring that the
constitutional rule which requirea
that bills be read on three several
days be suspended and that this Act
shall take effect and be in force
from and after its passage, and it is
so enacted,

Senator Hudspeth offered the fol-
lowing amendment:

Amend the amendment by striking
nut the words and figures “thirty-six
hundred” and in=ert in lieu thereof
the words and figures “four thou-
sand."”
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Senator Johnston of Harris moved
the previous question on the amend-
ment, and the pending amendment to
the amendment.

The motion for the previous ques-
tion being duly seconded, the main
question was ordered.

Action recurred on the pending
amendment to the amendment, and
the same was adopted by the follow-
ing vote:

Yeas—15.
Bailey, Hudspeth.
Bee. Johnston of Harris.

Buchananof Scurry.King.

Caldwell. MeCollum.
Clark. Page.
Dean. Parr,
Hall, Woodward.
Harley.
Nays—12,
Alderdice. Honkins,
Buchanan of Bell. Yohrson of Hall.
Davton, Robhins.
Drcherd. Strickland.
Flava, Suiter.
Gibson. Westbrook,
' Absent,

Henderson,

Absent—Excused.
Smith.

Pair Recorded.

Senator Lattimore (present), who
would vote ‘‘nay’; Senator McNealus
(absent), who would vote “yea.”

The amendment as amended was
then adonted.

The bill was read second time and
passed to its third reading.

On motion of Senator Page, the
constitutional rule requiring bills to
be read on three several days was
suspended and H. B. No. 21 put on
its third reading and final passage
by the following vote:

Yeas—28,
Alderdice. Gibson.
Bailey. Hall,
Bee, Harley.

Buchanan of Bell. Honkins,
Buchanan of Scurry. Hudspeth,

Caldwell, Johnson of Hall.
Cark. Johnston of Harris.
Dayton. King.

Dean. Tattimore.

Decherd. MeCollum.

Floyd, McNealus.

Page. Suiter,
Parr, Westbrook.
Strickland. Woodward.
Nays—1.
Robbins,
Absent,
Henderson.
Absent—Excusged.
Smith,
The bill was laid before the Sen-
ate, read third time and passed
finally.

Senator Balley moved to recon-
slder the vote by which H, B. No. 21
was passed and table the motion to
reconsider.

The motion to table prevailed.
(Senator Alderdice in the chair).

House Bill No. 38.

Senator Lattimore called up from
the table H, B. No. 38, which was
read second time today, and moved

that the bill be passed to its third
reading.

The motion prevailed.

Hounse Bill No. 247.

The Chair laid before the Senate,
as regular order on its second read-
ing.

H. B. No. 247, A bill to be entitled
“An Act to amend Chapter 84, House
hill No. 653 of the Acts of the Regu-
lar Session of the Thirty-fourth Leg-
islature of Texas by a special law for
the preservation of bass and other
fish of the bass species. and of perch,
sunfish and crappie species, in the
following loecality: In any water
which Is located in the wvalley of the
Medina river from where the lower
or diversion dam above the town of
(fastroville erosses the Medina river,
in Medina county, Texas, to a point
on the Medina river, in Bandera
county, Texas, which by following
the meanders of the Medina river to-
wards its source, shall constitute a
distance of twenty-five miles, and in
any of the waters which are im-
pounded by the lower or diversion
Aam ‘above the town of Castroville,
in Medina county, Texas, and in any
of the waters that are impounded by
the upper or main dam in Medina
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county, Texas, which is located about
four miles above said lower or diver-
sion dam; and making it unlawful to
catch and retain or have possession
of any bass or other fish of the bass
species which are less than eleven
inches in length, or to catch and re-
tain, or have possession of, in any
one day, a total aggregate of more
than ten bass or other fish of the bass
species, or to catch and retain, or
have possession of, in any one day,
2 total aggregate of more than twen-
ty perch, crappie or sunfish species,
and making it unlawful to sell, offer
for sale, or buy, any fish caught in
any of said waters, and providing
that the speclal act shall be cumula-
tive of the general laws of the State
and not repeal same, and providing
for -a penalty for violation of said
special law, and declaring an emer-
gency, and fixing the venue of the
prosecutions for violations of the law,
and providing it shall not be unlaw-
ful to catch and retain more than
twenty perch to be used as bait, pro-
viding none of such perch so caught
for bait are larger than two inches
long."

The bill was read second time and
passed to its third reading.

* On motion of Senator Bee, the con-
ptitutional Tule requiring bills to be
read on three several days was sus-
pended and H. B. No. 247 put on its
third reading and final passage by the
following vote:

Yeas—26.

Alderdice. Hudspeth.

Bee. Johnson of Hall.
Buchanan of Bell. King.
Buchananof Scurry.Lattimore.

Caldwell. McNealus.
Dayton, Page.
Dean. Parr.
Decherd, Robbins,
Floyd. Strickland.
Gibson. Suiter,
Hall, ‘Westbrook.
Harley. Woodward,
Hopkina.
Present—Not Voting.
Bailey.
Absent.
" Clark. Johnston of Harris. |,
- Henderson, McCollum,
Absent—Ezxcused.
Smith,

{1—-S~nte.

The bill was laid before the Sen-
ate, read third time and passed fi-
nally,

Senator Bee moved to reconsider
the vote by which H. B. No. 247 was
passed and table the motion to recon-
sider. .

The motion to table prevailed.

Hounse Bill No. 40,

The Chair laid before the Senate
on second reading:

H. B. No. 40, A bill to be entitled
“An Act making it a misdemeanor to
kill or in any manner injure the
winged quadruped known as the
common bat; repealing all laws in
conflict herewith, and declaring an
emergency,”

The bill was read second time and
passed to its third reading.

On motion of Senator Bee, the cob-
stitutional rule requiring bills to be
read on three several days was sus-
pended and H. B. No. 40 put on its
third reading and final passage by
the following vote:

Yeas—24.
Alderdice. Harley.
Bailey, Hopkins,
Bee, Hudspeth.
Buchanan of Bell. Johnson of Hall
Buchananof Scurry.King.
Caldwell, Lattimore,
Clark. McNealus.
Dayton. Page.
Dean, Parr.
Decherd. Robbina,
Floyd. Suiter.
Gibson, Westbrook.

Present—Not Voting, -

Strickland, '

Absent,
Hall. MeCollum.
Henderson. Woodward.

Johnston of Harris.

Absent—Excused.
Smith.

The bill was laid before the Senate,
read third time and passed finally.

Senator Bee moved to reconsider
the wvote by which H. B. No. 40 was
passed and table the motion to re-
consider.

The motion to table prevailed.
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House Bill No. 111,
({By unanimous consent.)

The Chair laid before the Senate
on second reading,

H. B. No. 111, A bill to be entitled
“An Act to regulate, control and 1li-
cense popl halls and billards halls in
the State of Texas and to provide for
bond of the keepers of such halls be-
fore license will be issued and making
it & misdemeanor to operate such
halls without complying with the
terms hereof, and providing punish-
ment for running or operating such
halls without first obtaining a licenae;
ta repeal Chapter 74 of the General
Laws of Texas of the Thirty-third
Legislature passed in 1913."

On motion of Senator MecNealus the
't:dd.]ll was laid on the table subject to
call,

House Bill No. 16.

The Chair laid before the Senate
on its second reading,

H. B. No. 16, A bill to be entitled
“An Act prohibiting manufacture or
sale of road vehicles of certain car-
rying capacity with tires of less than
the prescribed width within the State
of Texas, fixing penalties for the vio-
lation thereof; providing the time at
which such Act shall take effect, and
declaring an emergency."”

The bill was read, and Senator
Suiter offered the following amend-
ments, which were read and adopted,
being voted og separately:

(1) Amend the caption of the hill,
line 17, by striking out the words
“manufacture or,” and inserting after
the werd '‘sale" the words “or offer-
ing for sale,” and adding after the
word “the” in line 18, the word
“herein.”

(2) Amend the bill, line 233, Sec-
tion 1, by inserting after the word
“‘unlawful'" the following: "on and
after January 1, 1920.”

(3) Amend the printed bill, line
24, by striking out the words "“manu-
facture or'" and inserting after the
word ‘“‘sell” the words “or offer for
sale.”

(4) Amend the bill, line 27, by
inserting after the word “tire” the
words ‘“on the wheels of same."” and
striking out the word “of" and
changing the comma after the word
“width" to a period, and striking out
tl;% words ““on and after January 1lst,
1920."

(5) Amend the printed bill by in.
serting a new section to be known as
Section 2, which shall read as fol-
lows:

“Section 2. This Act shall apply
to all persons, firms, associations or
corporations engaged in the sale of
road vehicles, either at wholesale or
retail, but shall not apply to Indl-
viduals selling or offering for sale
road vehicles purchased for their in-
dividual use."”

{6) Amend the printed bill by
striking out Section 2, and insert in
lieu thereof a new section to be
kgpown as Section 3, which shall read
as follows:

“Section 3. Any firm, association
or corporation violating the terms of
this Act, shall be subject to a penalty
of not less than one  hundred
($100.00) dollars nor more than one
thousand ($1,000.00) dollars for each
offense, {0 be collected for the bene-
fit _of the county in which such vio-
latlon may occur; and any person
violating the terms of this Act shall
be subject te a fine of not less than
one hundred ($100.00) dollars mnor
more than one thousand ($1,000.00)
dollars for each offense, and each sale,
or offer of sale. in vlolation hereof
shall constitute a separate offense.”’

(7) Amend the printed bill, line
1. page 2, by changing the number
of Section 3 to Section 4.

Senator Dean offered the follow-
ing amendment:

Amend by striking out the word
‘one” in line 26, page 1 of the printed
nill and insert in lieu therepf the
word “three.”

Senator Clark moved to table the
amendment, which motion to table
prevailed by the following vote:

Yeas—15.

Bailey. Hopkins.
Buchanan of Bell. Hudspeth,
Buchananof Scurry.Johnson of Hall.

Caldwell. Parr.
Clark. Strickland.
Floyd. Suiter,
Gihson. Woodward.
Hall.

Nays—10.
Alderdice. King.
Bee. Lattimore.
Dayton. McNealus.
Dean. , Page.
Decherd. Westbrook,
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Absent.

MeCollum.
Robbina,

Harley.
Henderson,
Johnston of Harris.

Absent—Ezxcused.
Smith.

(Lieutenant Governor Hobby in
the chair.)

Sepator Dean offered the following
n.gxenﬂm.ent;_ which was read and
adopted:

8) Amen
wo‘rd “Qnﬂ,"
insert “two.”

On, motion of Senator Suiter the
hill was passed to. its third reading.

by striking out the
ne 26, page 1, and

Bill Signed.
The Chair (Lieutenant-Governor
Hobby) gave mnotice of signing, and

did sign, in the presence of the Sen-
ate, after its caption had been read,
the following bill:

H. B. No, 470, A bill to be entitled
“An Act to enlarge the territory of
the Port Arthuy Indepepdent School
Vistrict. so as hereafter to in¢lude a
portion of c¢ommon school
Ng¢. 11 of Jefferson County, and pro-
viding that the territory so to be an-
nexed to the Port Arthur Independ-
ent School District shall continue. to
pay its pro rata of taxes levied or to
be levied for the payment of the in-
terest and sinking fund of the bonds
now ontstanding 'ogd ommon School
District No. 11, gnd for the manner
of theiwr assessment and collection,
efc.. and declaring an emergency.”

House Bill No. 39.

The Chair laid before the Senate
on second reading,

H. B. No. 39, A bill ta be entitled
“An Act fo relieve the crowded con-
dition of the dockets of the Supreme
Court by further regulating the mode
in which, and the conditions on which,
judgments of the Courts of Civil Ap-
peals may be brought before the Su-
preme C
additional powers to the Chief Justice
and Associate Justices of the Supreme
Court and of the Courts of Civil Ap-
peals, ag inciden o the offices held
by them; providing for compensation
of certain justices of the Courts of

distriet |

rt for. revision, granting| gy

Civil Appeals while acting as herein
provided; and declaring wan emer-
| gency.”

'  The bill was read second time and
'passed to its third reading.

 On motion of Sepator Lattimore,
the constitutional rule requiring bills
to be Tead on three severdl days was
suspended and H. B. No. 39 put on its
ihirk reading and final passage by
the following vote: .

Yeas—25.
Alderdice, ?udsp eth.
Bailey. ohnson of Hall.
Bee King.

Buchanan of Rell. Lattimore.
Buchananof Scurry.Mc¢Nealus.

aldwell. Page.
Clark. Parr.
Dayton. Robbins,
Dean, Stricklapd.
Floyd, SBuiter,
Gibson, Westbrook.
Hall. Woodward.
Hopkins.

Ahsent.
Necherd. Johnston of Harris.
Harley. McCollum.
Henderson.
Absent—Excused.

Smith.

The bill was laid before the Senate,
read third time and passed finally by
the following vote:

Yeas—23.
‘Alderdice. Hudspeth.,
.Bailey. Johnson of Hall
Lee, King.
| Buchanan of Bell. Lattimore.
B,uichananoﬂ Scurry.Page.
Caldwell. Parz.
Clark. Robbips,
Dayton. Strickland.
Dean. Suiter.
Floyd. Westbrook.
Gibson, Woodward.
Hopkins, :

Absent.
Decherd. Johnston of Harris.
Hall. McCollum.
Harley. McNealus.

enderson.
Absent—Ezxcused.

Smith.
Senator Lattimore moved to recon-

sider. the vote by which H. B. No. 39
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was passed and table the motion to
reconsider.

The motion to table prevailed.

House Bill No. 228,

The Chair laid before the Senate,
on second reading,

H. B. No. 226, A Dbill to be entitled
“An Act for the purpose of promot-
ing and improving the development of
the country schools of the State by
the appropriation of one million dol-
lars each year, or such part thereof
as may be necessary, for the next two
fiscal vears ending August 31, 1918,
and 1919, espectively, by allowing the
State Board of Education to aid any
one school in any sum not exceeding
five hundred dollars in any one year,
and providing that schools recelving
such aid be located and constructed
in a certain way and having certain
and necessary equipment, and provid-
ing for the employment of competent
teachers; and said act further provid-
ing that no school having over three
hundred scholastics shall receive guch
ald, and providing that schools recely-
ing such aid shall have had certain
percentage of attendance with excep-
tions. and providing said schools shall
levy a local school tax of not less than
fifty cents on the one hundred dollars
valuation, and providing course of
study for such country schools, and
setting aside fifty thousand dollars of
the appropriation annually for the re-
lef of backward districts and glving
the State Board of Education power to
establish rules and regulations for the
organization of such country schools
and otherwise carrying out the inten-
tions of this act, and defining the
powers of the State Board of Educa-
tion, and providing for assistants to
the State Superintendent to be known
as rural school supervisors, and pro-
viding for reports to be made to the
State Board of Education, and provid-
ing for the manner of payment and
disbursement of all money granted un-
der the provislons of thig act, and
providing said schools can accept the
benefits of this act without waiving
the ©benefits and privileges of other
laws, and providing certain funds for
the payment of rural school super-
visors aod their traveling expenses.
repealing all laws and parts of laws
in conflict therewlith, and declaring
an emergency.”

On motion of Senator Bee, H. B.

No. 226 was lald on the table subject
to call. :

House Bill No. 138,

The Chair laid before the Senate, on
second reading,

H. B. No. 138, A bill to be entitled
"An Act to be known as the inter-
changeable jury law, to regulate the
selection, organization and custody
of juries in all cases except capital
and lunacy cases in countles where
there are now three, or may hereafter
be established three or more district
courts, and to repeal all laws in con-
flict herewith.”

The bill was read second time and
on motion of Senator Lattimore,
rassed to its third reading.

House Bill No. 231.

The Chalr laid before the Senate, on
its second reading,

H. B. No. 231, A bill to be entitled
"An Act to amend Article 900, Title
10, of the Code of Criminal Procedure
of the State of Texas of 1911, so as to
make bail bonds good in all criminal
cases until verdiet for judgment and
until the defendant is taken in cus-
tody by the sheriff, and declaring an
emergency.”

The committee report, carrylng
with it the adoption of the committee
amendment, was adopted.

The bill was read second time and
passed to its third reading.

On motion of Senator Hopkins, the
constitutional rule requiring bills to
be read on three several days was sus-
pended and H. B."No. 231 put on its
third reading and final passage by
the following vote:

Yeas—21.

Bee, Johnston of Harrls.
Buchanan of Bell. Lattimore.
Buchananof Scurry. McCollum.,

Caldwell. Page.
Clark. Parr.
Dayton. Robbina,
Floyd. Smith,
Gibson. Strickland.
Hopkins. Suiter.
Hudspeth. Westbrook.
Johneon of Hall.

Absent.
Alderdice. Dean.
Bailey. Decherd.
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Hall. King.
Harley. MeNealus.,
Henderson. Woodward.

The Dbill was lald before the Senate,
read third time and passed finally.

House Bill No. 202,

The Chair laid before the Senate,
on second reading,

H. B. No. 202, A bill to be entitled
“An Act to amend Article 303, Title
T, Chapter 2, of the Revised Criminal
Statutes (1911) of Texas, specifically
defining the articles or service that
may be sold or rendered on Sunday,
as exceptions from the operation of
the preceding articles of said chapter,
providing that incorporated cities and
towns may by ordinance regulate or
prohiblt such sales, or service, and
providing penalties.,”

_ By unanimous consent and on re-
gquest of Senator Caldwell, the bill was
laid on the table subject to call.

House Bill No. 302,

The Chair laid before the Senate,
on second reading,

H. B. No. 302, A bill to be entitled
“An Act to amend Article 886, Title
13, offenses against public property,
Chapter 6, Penal Code of 1911, of the
State of Texas, relative to the protec-
tion of certain game, so as to prohibit
the killing thereof for the next twen-
ty-filve years; repealing all laws in
conflict therewith, and declaring an
emergency.”

The bill. was read second time and
passed to its third reading.

On motion of Senator Buchanan of
Scurry, the constitutional rule requir-
ing bills to be read on three several
days was suspended and H. B. No.
302 put on Its third reading and final
passage by the following vote:

Yeas—25.

Bee, King.
Buchanan of Bell. Lattimore,
Buchananof Scurry.McCollum.

Caldwell. McNealus.
Clarlk Page.
Dayton. Parr.
Dean. Robbins,
Floyd. Smith.
Gibaon. Strickland.
Hall. Suiter,
Hudspeth. Westbrook,

Johnson of Hall. Woodward.
Johnston of Harrls,

Present—Not Voting.

Balley.

Absent,
Alderdice. Henderson.
Decherd, Hopkins.
Harley.

The bill was laid before the Sen-
ite. read third time and passed finally,

Senator Buchanan.of Scurry moved
lo reconsider the vote by which H. B.
No. 302 was passed and table the mo-
tion to reconsider,

The motion to table prevailed,

Senate Bill No. 387 Set as Special
Order,

On motion of Senator Hall, S. B.
No. 387 was set as a special order for
next Monday at the conclusion of the
morning call.

House Bill No, 127.

The Chair laid before the Senate,
on second reading,

H. B. No. 127, A bill to be entitled
“An Act to remder unlawful the issue
of road warrants or other evidence of
indebtedness, except bonds as provided
in Article 605 of the Revised Civil
Statutes of Texas, for the purpose of
laying out, constructing, maintaining
or repairing any road or bridge, un-
less the same be payable during the
current year for which it is issued,
and not in excess of the amount that
can be paid out of the ecurrent funds
of the county for such year.”

The bill was read and on meotion of
Senator Dean the minority (favor-
able) committee report was adopted.

By unanimous consent the bill was
laid on the table subject to call.

House Bill No. 364.

The Cbair lald before the Senate,
on second reading,

H. B. No, 364, A bill to be entitled
“An Act to require the publication In
some newspaper of general circulation
of all notices now required by law
or contract to be given of any act or
proceeding, whether public or private,
or relating to a judicial, executive or
legislative matter, which notice 1s now
authorized by law or contiract to be
made by posting notice In one or more
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publie places; fixing ‘a time of such" Russellville, Kr Feb, 20, 1917,

publication, and the compensation:
repealing all laws and parts of 1AWs
in conflict herewith, and declaring
an emergency.”

Pending.

Adjournment.
‘At 5:55 o'clock p. m., on motion of

HSenator MecNealus, the Senate ad-
journed dntil 10 o'clock tomorrow
mornihg.

APPENDIX A.
P’etitions and Memorials,

Senator Floyd offered a petition
from Hopking County, asking the
Legislature t6 amend the rural schoo!
law as regards the appropriation for
State aid.

Senator Dayton sent up and had
read a numerously signed telegram
from Gainesville opposing Senate Bili
No. 219.

Petitions and letters to Senators
MeNealus and Clark were offered in
protest to Senate Bill No. 218,

Senator Hudspeth sent up and had
read a numerously signed petition
from El Paso, asking him to support
the car shed bill, No. 59.

A letter to Senator Clark from Car-
rizo Springs, Texas, was read, relat-
fng to a repeal of the insurance law.

Special Committee Repoﬂ.

Committee Room,
Austin, Texas, February 28, 1917.

Hon. W. P. Hobby, President of the

Senate.

Sir: We, vour Committes appointen
to investigate the disappearance of
the old cannon that were in the Capi-
tol grounds,

Beg leave to report the following:

We at once got in touch with H.;
'R. Johnson of Russellville, Ky., to
whom it was reported that some of!
these old cannon had been sold as
Yink, and requested him to furnish
us fﬂl’nrfnatinn as to the-truthfulness
of 'the report Whereupon we re-
ceived the following telegram and let-}

‘ter, which are self-explanatory: 1

Ed Weat’b’run‘k State Senator, Séh-
ate Chhifber, | ustin, Te¥hs,
Nothing but bhrrel of cannon. Re-

fuse to let ‘go. Seeé letter.

H. R. JOHNSON.

Russellville, Kys; Feb, 20, 1917,

Mr. Ed Westbrook, Austin, Texas.

Dear Bir: Yours of the 18th inst.
at hand, and contents noted. Will
say in answer to your questions in
regard to the cannon, that I pought
jt from Mr. A. L. Hoyst at ustin,
Texas, in a big lot of gcrap iron. Mr.
H_mrs_t. told me the cannon was in the
lot of iron and showed it to me be-
fore I bought the iron. My partner,
Mr. Covington at Russellville, sola
the cannon to Chptain Dale of this
place. Captain Dale paid $16 freight
on the cannon, and ré&fuses to 'give 1t
up. There was no mounting with ‘the
cannon, nothing but the barréll of the
canndn. I'showed the chnmon to lots
of people in Austin, and told them
that it looked to me that the people
of Austih ought £6 buy it And keep
it there. Could find no one that
would take any interdst in it. I got
home from Kansas City Friday, the
16th, and found a letter in regard to
the cannon. Would have answered
sobner, but have been sick.

Yours truly,
H. R. JOHNSON,

We also conferred with Adjutant
Hutchings, who informed us that he
had requested Hon. Robert L. Barnes,
sneelal 'agent in charge of the United
States Bureau of Investigation, De-
partment of Justice, that actlon be
taken bv his depariment for the re-
tirrn of Unlted States ordinance sold
as junl.

Feeling that the correspondence be-
tween partiesinthe conducting of the
House investigation pertaining to this
matter would furnish some enlight-
enment on this subject, we requested
General Hutchings to Yurnish us

| copies of sald corréspondence, which

he did, and which is here resp&cﬂul]y
submitted.

Austin, Texas, February 26, 1917.

Hon. Ed. Westbrook, Senate Cham-
ber.
Subject:

junk' i "o o e i
1. Referring to our conversation

United ordnance sold ‘as
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ot?efeh date, 14 this dhy trhhsmit-|

'y Copits bt ‘cbriespondernicé ‘with
'h{farertne to Utited Stafes ‘ordnance
ﬁ'o‘l-ﬂ hs junk.

If in any respect this corres-
jbuhdence does not give ‘all the infor-
ma.’t'lon degired, such information will

given on request if available in
this department,
HENRY HUTCHINGS.

Austin, Texas, February 9, 191v.
Hon. ice B. Reeves, Ghairman Howse

of Representatives, Building,

Su‘bject Ordnarnce,

1. Referring to the three cannoon
which wsed 1o be ih the 'Capitol
grounds, 1 bave the honor to state
thdy were remioved at 'the reyuwest of
the former Sthte ‘Superintendent of
Buildtﬁg’s ‘and ‘Grounds, for the reéa-
gon ‘that the Wooden ‘gun ‘carriages
had becofifd 'sd rotten that 'it Was Dos-
gfble ‘for 'the ‘pieces to collapse and 'in-
jure children, Who Were constantly
playing hroutia them.

2. Twbo of thl? t‘hree pieces are
fHow dt ‘the Sthte Arseral, Camp Ma-
bry, on the patched-up carriages; the
other piece is at Camp Mabry, dis-
mounted, the carriage having fallen
to pieces while sent there.

3. These canmon so far as this
department is concerned, can be re-
tilrned to the Capitol grounds at any
time. ,

4. It is possible serviceable car-
riages could be obtained from the
Ordnance Department at nominal
prices, if not an appropriation should
be made of $100 for each carriage
desired.

‘5. With reference 'to the cannon
gold as jui'k, which T amh informed
{s marked “U. 8., I 'have ‘reportei
fn déthil to the’ brupar United States
officer, the 'Sthte not being short, any
cannon for which it is accountable.

. HENRY HUTCHINGS.

Austin, Texas, Feb. 9, 1917.

From tHe Adjutant Generdl, State
of Texah, 'to Hon. Robert L. Barnes,
Federdal Biaflding, San Antoxio,
Texas; subject—U, B. Ordnande Sold
as Junk.

1. Attention is invitéed to first
paragraph of enclosed resolution in-
troduced in the Legislature by Mr.
Reeves.

2, 1 finfl that the cannon referred
fo was bought by Mr. A. L. Hoist of
409 West *Sdconl street, Austin,

| about six years ago from Mr. John
E. Ally, at that time a resident of
Austin, but no'w 4 motorman in the
San tonio Electric Railway ser-
vice. r. John E, Aliy got it from
his father (mow dead) and who had
‘had it fbr several years,

3. Mr. Huiht shipped the junk to
Lobis P. Hymaa & Co., 525 Bast
Market wtreet, anwme, Ky., about
a week Ago.

4. The H. R. Johnson referred to
in nmews item left Austin about a
week ago, presumptively for Russell-
ville, Ky., and it is supposed sold to
Hyman.

5. Mr. and Mrs. H. C. Jones left
abbut a week ago, and Mr. Johes’ ad-
dress is mow 400 Kansas 'City Life
Building, Kansas City, Mo.

6. I enclose copy of my letter to
Mr. Reeves.

7. It is suggested the tannon be
located at Louisyille ahd ‘the Chief
of Ordnance notified; in order that
further action may be taken if de-
sired.

HENRY HUTCHINGS.

Austin, Tekxis, Feb. 13, 1917.

General Hutchings.

Dear 8ir: 1 herewith enclose a
copy of a letter I got from John E.
Ally in regard to the removing of the
cannon from the Capitol grounds.

FPlease compare this letter of Ally
to the omes you sent me. Yours

truly,
ICE B. REEVES.

Smn Antomio, Texas, Feb. 11, 1917.
H:%:l Ice B. Reeves.
ear Sir: In answer fto yours of

the 9th instant, will say the cannon
that I sold to Mr. Hoist with a lot
of other junk was bought by my
father from a Mr. Smith, who at that
time lived at the corner of Comal
anl;l Willow streets, Austin, Texas,
and I think he still lives there. I
think he was working for the State
at the time, 'assistant in the Capitol
grounds. The cannon lay on the
sidewa[ﬁ:l by his fence for a long
time. y father bought it ;and took
it home and kept it in the front
vard. He gave it to me before he
died, -and I did not have any place
to keep it, so I sold it to Mr. Hoist
with a lot of other junk that was
%;-n:;n homie fhere after my father

&4

You see Mr. Smith; he may be able
to tell vou some things about it.

If T can be of any service to you in



776

SENATE JOURNAL,

any way please let me hear from
you. Very respectfully,
{Signed) JOHN E. ALLY.

Austin, Texas, Feb. 17, 1917.

IP'rom  Assistant Quartermaster
General, State of Texas, to Hon. Ice
B. Reeves, member of Legislature,
Stute of Texas; subject—Removal of
Old Canpnon from Capitol Grounds.

1. 1n compliance with your re-
guest to investigate the removal of
an old cannon from the Capitol
grounds on account of a resolution
being introduced in the House of
Representatives by you, the follow-
ing is the history of the matter:

2. Three of the old cannon that
were in the Capitol grounds are now
at Camp Mabry, Texas; two being
mounted on their carriages in front
of the State Arsenal, and one being
dismountd on account of its carriage
having rotted down,

3. In reference to cannon sold to
Mr. Hoist, a local dealer in junk, by
Mr. John C. Ally, I found upon in-
vestigation that Mr. Willlam Smith,
who worked as a laborer in the Cap-
itol grounds under the administra-
tion of Governor Lanham for four
years (Mr, Gilbert having been Su-
perintendent of Public Buildings and
Grounds at that time), and who also
worked under the administration of
Governor Campbell (Mr. Day having
been Superintendent of Publie Build-
ings and Grounds at that time), was
given the above mentioned cannon by
4 muan by the name of Lawson, who
was a foreman; that is, to the best
of his recollection. He further
states that he removed the cannon to
his home on the corner of Comal and
Willow streets, of this city, and it
laid there for some time, and when
he sold out his property at that place
he sold the cannon, together with a
lot of other junk, to J. C. Ally for a
dollar, or a dollar and a half, to the
best of his recollection. Mr. Smith
further stated that he did not know
at that time that the cannon was
given to him that he did not have
any right to its possession, and he
will make affidavit to all facts set
forth, provided a notary public is
taken out to his home, as he is8 un-
able to leave the house,

4, Mr. William Smith i{s an old
Confederate soldier and a pensloner,
and served as a private in Company
G, Anderson's Cavalry, Confederate
States Army; his war record shows

that he was in Fulcord’'s Battalion:
he enlisted in January, 1863, and
served to the close of the war. The
old man is very infirm and feeble
and is bed-ridden,

5. In a personal interview with
Mr. Gilbert, who was Superintendent
of Public Buildings and Grounds un-
der Governor Lanham, he claims he
has no knowledge whatever of the
existence of the cannon, and did not
authorize its disposition.

6. I also interviewed Mr. Day,
who was Superintendent of Public
Buildings and Grounds under Gover-
nor Campbell, and he also disclalms
any knowledge of the matter.

7. DBoth of the above mentioned
gentlemen, however, have a faint
recollection of an old cannon that
laid outside of the Capitol grounds
on what is now Brazos street, but
both eclaim that they exercised no
supervision over the cannon.

8. The foregoing report is hereby
respectfully submitted.

J. T. STOCKTON,
Major Q. M. Corps, T. N. G., As-
slstant Quartermaster General of
Texas.

Austin, Texas, Feb., 17, 1917.

Major J. T. Stockton.

Dear Sir: I am enclosing a copy
of a letter I have just received and
like for you to compare it to the one
I sent you from John E. Ally of San
Antonio.

Yours truly,
ICE B. REEVES.

Louieville, Ky., Feb. 14, 1917.
Mr. Ice B, Reeves,. Austin, Texas,

Dear Sir: Referring to your let-
ter of February 9, concerning an
old cannon, beg to advise that we
purchased a quantity of iron from
Mr. Hoist of your city, but up to this
writing none of the merchandise has
arrived.

We have absolutely no use for can-
nons., Wee get better results with
honey and molagses.

If, however, upon receipt of this
merchandise we findg the cannon in
question we will be glad to hold same
subject to your Instructioms.

Yours very respectfully,
L.OUIS P. HYMAN & CO.

Austin, Texas, Feb. 24, 1917.
From the Adjutant General, State
of Texas; to Honorable Ice B, Reeves.
House of Representatives, Building;
subject, U. S. ordnance sold as junk.
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1. Transmitted herewith is copy
of my letter to Honorable Robert L.
Barnes, Special Agent in charge of
U. 8. Bureau of Investigation, De-
partment of Justice, of even date, re-
questing action by his gdepartment
for return of U. 8. ordnance sold as
junk.

2. Also attached is copy of file in
thie matter for your information.

3. Immediately on receipt of ad-
vices from Mr. Barnes, I will commu-
nicate with you further.

HENRY HUTCHINGS.

Austin, Texas, Feb. 24, 1917,

From the Adjutant General, State
of Texas; to Honorable Robert L.
Barnes, San Antonio, Texas: subject,
U. 8. ordnance sold as junk.

1. Referring to my prior letter
to you of February 9, 1917, accom-
panied by copy of my letter to Hon-
orable Ice B. Reeves of same date,
your attention is now {nvited to cop-
fes of attached reports and letters
bearing on sime subject.

2. It now seems the cannon is
. with Captain Dale at Russellville,
Kentucky, who refuses to return it
to its proper custodian—the Super-
intendemt of Public Buildings and
Grounds at Austin, Texas,

3. It Is requested through your
department that Captain Dale be
given an opportunity to voluntarily
return sald ordnance and that if he
fails to avail himself of this opportu-
nity, that necessary steps be taken
to force the return.

HENRY HUTCHINGS.

War Department.
The Adjutant General’s Office,

Washington, Oet. 2, 1912,
Respectfully returned to the Com-
missioner of Pensions, State of

Texas, Austin.

The records show that one Wm.
8mith, private, and second sergeant,
Company G, Duff's Battalion Partisan
Rangers, latterly Company @, Thirty-
third Texas Cavalry, Confederate
States Army, enlisted November 1,
1862. On the company roll for May
and June, 1863, last on file, he was
reported as on detached -service. No
later record of him has been found
a8 of this organization,

The reports also show that one W.
M. Smith was a private of Company
G, Anderson's (latterly Border's)
Texas Cavalry, Confederate States
Army, There are no company rolls

on file and the date of enlistment
has not been found. A regimental re-
turn for January, 1865, shows him
as "absent sick in hospital and re-
ported by surgeon’s certificate.” No
later record of him has been found.
There are no rolls on fille in this

office of Fulcord’s Battalion, Texas
Cavalry, Confederate State Army,
and no record has been found of the
capture or parole of a man named
W. M. Smith (or Wm. Smith) as of
that organization. .

G. W. ANDERSON,

The Adjutant General.

In view of the information, and
the facts stated above, and the fur-
ther fact. that General Hutchings is
giving his attention to the matter,
we do not deem it necessary to make
any recommendations in the matter,

Respecttully submitted,
WESTBROOK,
ROBBINS,
HALL,

Engrossing Committee Reports.

Committee Room,
Austin, Texas, February 28,1917.

Hon, W. P. Hobby, President of the

Senate.

Sir: Your Committee on Engrossed
Bills has had Senate Bill No. 396
carefully compared, and finds the
same correctly engrossed.

ALDERDICE, Chairman.

Committee Room,
Austin, Texas, February 28,1917.

Hon. W. P. Hobby, President of the

Senate.

Sir: Your Gommittee on Engrossed
Bills has had Senate Bill No. 390
carefully compared, and finds the
same correctly engrossed.

ALDERDICE, Chairman,

Committee Room,
Austin, Texas, February 28,1917.

Hon., W. P. Hobby, President of the

Senate.

Sir: Your Committee on Engrossed
Bills has had Senate Bill No. 433
carefully compared, and finds the
same correctly engrossed.

ALDERDICH, Chairman,
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. - Committee Room,
Austin, Texas, February 28,1917.

Hon. W P. Hobby, President of the

Senate.

Sir: Your Committeée on Engrossed
Bills has had Senate Bill No. 168
‘carefully compared, and finds the
same correctly engrossed.

ALDERDICE, Chairman.

‘Committee Roorm,
Austin, Texas, February 28,1917,

Hon. W. P. Hobby, President of the

Senate.

Sir: Your Committee on Engrossed
Bills has had Senate Bill No. 3594
carefully compared, and finds the
same correctly engrossed.

ALDERDICE, Ch&irman.

Committee Room,
Austin, Texas, February 28,1917.

Fon., W. P. Hobby, President of thr

Senate,

Sir: Your Committee on Engrossel
Bills has had Senate Bill No. 353
carefully compared, and finds the
same correctly engrossed.

ALDERDICE, Chairman.

Committee Room,
Austin, Texas, February 28,1917.

Hon. W. P. Hobby, President of the

Senate.

Sir: Your Committee on Engrossed
Bills has had Senate Bill No. 95§
carefully compared, and finds the
same correctly engrossed.

ALDERDICE, Chairman.

Committee Room,
Texas, February 28,1917,

Hon, W. P. Hobby, President of th.:

Senate.

Sir: Your Committee on Engrosse:l
Bills has had Senate Bill No. 357
carefully compared, and finds the
same correctly engrossed.

ALDERDICE, Chairman.

Committes Room,
Austin, Texas, February 28,1917.

Hon, W. P. Hobby, President of the

Sfenate.

Sir: Your Committee on Engrossed
Bins has had Senate Bill No. 407
carefully compared, and finds the
same cotrectly engrossed.

ALDERDICE, Chairman.

Coinmittee Rbtom,
Austin, Texas, February 28,1917,

'Hon. W. P. Hobby, President 6f the

-Senh";e.

ir: Your Committee on Engrossec
m‘ﬁ@ has had Senate ‘Bpm_mf 4§ﬁ
carefully compared, and finds the
same correctly engrossed.
ALDERDICE, Chairman.
Committee Room,

Austin, Texas, February 28,1917,
Hon. W. P. Hobby, President of tha

Senate.

Sir: Your Committee on Engrossed
Bills has haq Senate Bill No. 43¢
carefully compared, and finds 'the
same correctly engrossed.

CALDWELL, Vice Chairmén,

Committee Weports.
(Floor Report.)

) . Senate Chamber,
Austin, Texas, Feb, 23, 1917.

Hon. W. P. Hobby, President of the

Benate. ]

Sir: Your Committée on Finance,
to whom was referred

S. B. No. 334, A bill fo b entitled
“Au Act to make ‘an emergéncy ap-
proprihtion for the purpose of pur-
chasihg and ‘installing a &torage
thnk and ‘other facilities to store and
conVey 0il from the Southwest Texas
State Norinal, and declaring ah ‘emer-
gency,"”

Have had the sfme under consid-
eration, and beg leave to report same
back to the Senate with the recom-
mendation that it do pass and be not
printed.

Hudspeth, Chairman; Johnson,
Page, King, Clark, Bee, Deah, Hop-
kins, Caldwell, Westbrook.

Committee Room,
Austin, Texas, Feb. 27, 1917.

Hon. W. P. Hobby, President of the

Senate, _

Sir: Yoéur Comnlittee 6n Insur-
ance and Banking, to whom was re-
ferred

H. B. No. 499, A bill td be 'entitled
‘““An Act to amend Sections 5, 6, B,
9 and 29, of Chapter 106, Genheral
Laws of the Regular Session ‘of the
Thirty-third Legislature, approved
April 2, 1918, the same being ‘AN
Act to rYépeal Chapter 8 of the Gen-
eral Laws of the Fourth Called Ses-
sion of the Thirty-first Legislature



SENATE JOURNAL.

779

of the Staté of Texas, approved Sep-
teémber 6, 1910, khown as the State
firsurhnce Board Tiaw, and to provide
conditions apon which fire instrance
cvompanies inay heéeréaffer transact
buiin’dss in ‘the Btate of Tekas, and
to create the State Fire Imsurance
Commissgion, and to prescribe its ‘du-
ties ‘and -authority, and salaries and
members and t6 Provide for their ap-
pointment and removal, and to pro-
vide that hereafter the rate of pre-
miums to be charged by fire insur-
ance companies in this State shall be
fixed and determined and promul-
ated exclusively b{ said State Fire
nsurance Commission, and to pro-
hibit any such fire insurance coin-
panies from collecting or receiving
any premiums on dccount of policies
of fire [hsurance {ssued by them tn-
Yess the rates of such premiuvms have
beeh so fixéd and determrmed athd
promulgated by siid Sthte Fire In-
suratice Commissioh; to provide cer-
tain ‘conditions and limitatlons on
firsd insorance cohtracdts ‘or polices,
ahd providing ‘penalties for violattons
of provisions of this Act, and appro-
priating mopey necessary .to carry
out its provisions, and declaring an
emergency,” 50 that hereafter said
Bections 5, 6, 8, 9 and 2%, of said
Chapter 106, shall provide in sub-
stance; to fix the salaries of the
members of the State Fire Ingurance
Commission and to provide for an
nsgessment of one anpd one-fourth
(1% %) '‘ver cent on the gross pre-
miums 6f all fire fnsurance compa-
ies doimg business in this State to
e éxpen‘zleﬂ in carrying out the pro-
vislons of said Act, and limit the ag-
gregate expendithres of the Commis-
glém for 'all ‘purponses, Including the
salaries of the rhembers ‘theréosf, In
any one year, to be ‘the sum pro-
duced by an assessment of one and
one-fourth per ceht on the ‘gross pre-
miums of all fire insurance companies
doing business in this State, and in-
sert in lieu thereof “of ,one hundred
and thirty thousand dollars ($130,-
000.00)”; and to prescribe the du-
{.jes and powers of the State Fire
neurance Commissign with: respect
to the collection and classifications
of data vertilning to fires, and the
fixing and promu?gatih'g of rates ‘of
yreminms Hided upon %11;:11 data, to
prescribe the vowers & duties ‘of
the Fire Marshal of the Statfe Fire
Imsurance Tommibsion Telattnk 'to
thé m'vestigatitn of fires, and the

correction of ‘fire hazards, and declar-
ing an emergéncy,”

‘Have had the same under consid-
eration, and I am instructed to re-
port the same back to the Senate
with the recommendation that it do
pass-and be not printed, but be print-
ed in the-Journal.

GIBSON, Chairman.

H. B. No. 499.
A BILL
To Be Entitled

An Act to amend Sections 5, 6, 8, ¥
and 29, Chapter 106, General Laws
of the Rngular ‘Session of the Thir-
ty-third Legislature, approved on
April 2, 1913, the same befng “An
Act to repeal Chapter 8 of the Gen-
eral Laws of the Fourth Called
Session of the Thirty-first Legisla-
ture of the State of Texas, ap-
proved September 6, 1910, knhown
as the State Insurance Board Law,
and to provide conditions upon
which fire insurance companies
mhy hereafter traflsdct bu¥inéss Th
the State of Texas, and ‘to create
the State Fire Imsurance Commis-
sion; 'and to prescribe its dutfes and
‘authority, ahd the ‘duties anhd au-
thority of &ach ‘firethber thereof,
and to fix the salarfes of ‘the rilem-
bers, had to provide for their ap-
pointment and Tremoval, and to
provide tha't hereafter thée rate of
premiims to be charged by fire
insurande cobmpanies in this ‘State
shall be fixéed And determined and
promulghted exchizively by said
State Fire Imsurance Chinmission,
and to prohibit any such fire in-
surance company from 'collecting or
receiving any premiums on account
of policies of fire imsurance {gsueA
by them, uhless the rate ‘of such
premiuins hhve ‘been so fixed and
fdeferminefi avd 'promulgated by
sald State Tire Imsurance Comrhis-
'sion; to Hrovide certain cdOnditions
and limitations on fire insurgnce
contracts ‘or policies, and ‘provid-
ing Penslties for violations of pro-
visions of this Act,’and appropriat-
ing money decessary to carry out
ite provisions, and declaring an
emergency,’” 20 that -heréafter said
Sections 5, 6, 8, 9 anod 29 of gaid
Chrpter 106, shall provide in sub-
‘stance; to fix the -salaries of the
members of the State Fire Insur-

By Pillow.



780

SENATE JOURNAL.

ance Commission and to provide
for an assessment of one and one-
fourth (11) per cent on the gross
premiums of all fire insurance com-
panies doing business in this State
to be expended in carrying out the
provisions of said Act and limit the
aggregate expenditures of the Com-
mission for all purposes, including
the salaries of the members there-
of, in any one year, to the sum of
one hundred and thirty thousand
dollars ($130,000.00), and to pre-
scribe the duties and powers of the
State Fire Insurance Commission
with respect to the collection and
classification of data pertaining to
fires, and the fixing and promul-
gation of rates of premiums based
upon sucb data, to prescribe the
powers and duties of the Fire Mar-
shal of the State Fire Insurance
Commission relating to the inves-
tigation of fires, and the correction
of fire hazards, and declaring an
emergency.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of
the State of Texas:

Section 1. That Section & of Chap-
ter 106 of the General Laws.of the
Regular Session of the Thirty-third
Legislature be amended so as to here-
after read as follows:

Sec. 5. The members of the Com-
mission other than the Commissioner
of Insurance and Banking, shall each
receive as compensation for thelr
services the sum of thirty-six hun-
dred dollars ($36,000.00) per annum,
and the Commissioner of Insurance
and Banking shall receive as com-
pensation or salary for his services
under this Act, the sum of five hun-
dred dollars (£§500.00) per annum, in
addition to his compensation as now
fixed by law. Such salary of the two
appointed members of sald Commis-
sion and the said five hundred dol-
lars (3500.00), salary of the Commis-
sloner of Insurance and Banking, to-
gether with the necessary compensa-
tlon of experts, clerical force, and
other persons employed by said Com-
mission, and all necessary traveling
expenses, and such other expenees as
may be necessary, Incurred in carry-
Ing out the provislons of this Act,
ghall be pald by warrants drawn by
the Comptroller upon the State Treas-
"urer upon the order of said Commis-
glon; provided, that the total amount

of all salaries and said other expenses
shall not exceed the sum produced by
the assessment of one and one-fourth
(11) per cent of the gross premiums
of all fire insurance companies doing
business in this State, as provided ia
Section 29 of said Act.

Sec, 2, That Section 6 of Chapter
106 of the General Laws of the Regu-
lar Sesslon of the Thirty-third Legis-
lature be amended so as to hereafter
read as follows:

Sec, 6. The State Fire Insurance
Commission shall have the sole and
exclusive power and authority, and
it shall be its duty to prescribe, fix,
determine and promulgate the rates
of premiums to be charged and col-
lected by fire insurance companies
transacting business in this State. As
soon as practicable after this Aect
shall take effect, the State Fire In-
surance Commission shall begin the
work of fixing and determining and
promulgating the rates of premiums
to be charged and collected by fire
insurance companies throughout the
State, and the making and adoption
of its schedules of such rates, and
then until such time as this work
shall have been fully completed, sald
Commission shall have full power and
authority to adopt and continue in
force the rates of premiums which
may be lawfully charged and eol-
lected when this Act ehall take effect,
or any portion thereof, for such time
ag it may prescribe, or until the work
of making such schedules for the en-
tire State shall be completed. Sald
Commission shall also have authority
to alter or amend any and =all such
rates of premiums so fixed and de-
termined and adopted by it, and to
raise or lower the same, or any part
thereof, as herein provided. Said
Commission shall have authority to
employ clerieal help, inspectors, ex-
perts and other assistants, and to In-
cur such other expenses as may be
necessary in carrying out the pro-
visione of this Act; provided that
such expenses, including the galaries
of the members of the Commission,
shall not exceed in the aggregate, for
any fiscal year, the sum of one hun-
dred and thirty thousand dollars
($130,000.00).

It shall be the duty of sald Com-
misslon to ascertain as soon as prac-
ticable the annual fire loss in this
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State: to obtain, to make and main-
tain a record thereof and collect such
data and information with respect
thereto as will enable said Commis-
sion to classify the fire losses of this
State, the causes thereof, and the
amount of premiums collected there-
for for each class of risks and the
amount paid thereon, in such man-
ner as will be of assistance in de-
termining equitable insurance rates,
methods of reducing such fire losses
and reducing the insurance rates of
the State, or sub-divisions of the
State.

Sec, 3. That Section 8 of Chapter
106 of the General Laws of the Regu-
lar Session of the Thirty-third Legis-
lature be amended so as to hereafter
read as follows:

Sec. 8. It shall be the duty of the
Fire Marshal of the State Fire In-
surance Commission, who, for the
purpose of this Act, shall be referred
to as the State Fire Marshal, at the
discretion of the Board, and upon the
request of the mayor of any city or
village, or the chief of a fire depart-
ment of any city or village, or any
fire marshal where a fire occurs with-
in such city or village, or of a county
or & district judge, or of a sheriff or
county attorney of any county where
a fire occurs within the distriet or
county of the officers making such
request, or of any fire insurance corm-
pany, or its general, State or special
agent, interested in a loss, or of a
~ Policy holder sustaining a loss, or
upon the direction of the State Fire
Insurance Commission to forthwith
investigate at the place of such fire
before loss can be paid, the origin,
cause and circumstances of any fire
occuring within this State, whereby
property has been destroyed or dam-
aged, and shall ascertain if possible.
whether the same was the result of
any accident, carelessness or design,
and shall make a written report
thereof to the State Insurance Com-
mission. The State Fire Marshal
shall have the power to administer
oaths, take testimony, compel the at-
tendance of witnesses and the pro-
duction of documents, When, in his
opinion, further investigation is nec-
essary, he shall take or cause to be
taken, the testimony on oath of all
persons supposed to be cognizant of
any facts, or to have knowledge In

relation to the matter under investi-
gation, and shall cause the same to
be reduced to writing, and if he shall
be of the opinion that there is evi-
dence sufficlent to charge any person
with the crime of arson, or with the
attempt to commit arson, or of con-
spiracy to defraud or criminal con-
duct in connection with such, he shall
arrest or cause to be arrested such
person, and shall furnish to the prop-
er prosecuting attorney all evidence
secured, together with the names of
witnesses and all information ob-
tained by him, including a copy of all
pertinent and material testimony tak-
en in the case, and it shall be tho
duty of the State Fire Marshal to
assist in the prosecuion of all such
complaints filed by him. Provided,
that all investigations held by or un-
der the direction of the State Fira
Marshal may, in his discretion, be pri.
vate, and persons other than those re-
quired to be present may be excluded
from the place where such investiga-
tion is held, and the witnesses may
be kept separate and apart from each
other and not allowed to communi-
cate with such others until they have
been examined; and all testimony
taken in an investigation under the
provisions of this Act may, at the
election of the State Fire Marshal, be
withheld from the publiec,

Sec. 4. That Section 9 of Chapter
106 of the General Laws of the Regu-
lar Session of the Thirty-third Legis-
lature be amended so as to hereafter
read as follows: :

Sec. 9. The State Fire Marshal is
hereby authorized to enter at any
time any buildings or premises where
fire occurred or is in progress, or any
place contiguous thereto, for the pur-
pose of investigating the cause, origin
and circumstances of such fire. The
State Fire Marshal, upon the com-
plaint of any person, shall, at, all rea-
sonable hours, for the purpose of ex-
amination, enter into and upon all
buildings and premises within this
State, and it shall be his duty to enter
uron and make or cause to be entered
upon or ‘made, at any time, a thor-
ough examination of mercantile, man-
ufacturing and public buildings, and
all places of public amusement, or
where public gatherings are held, to-
gether with the premises belonging
therete, whenever he shall find any
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building or other structure which, for
want of repair or by reason ¢f age or

dilapidated conditign, or which for]

any cause is liable to fire, and which
is so situated as to endanger other
buildings or property, or is so oc-
cupied that fire would endanger per
sons or property therein, and when-
ever be shall find an improper or
dangerous arrangement of stoves,
ranges, furnaces or other heating ap-
pliances of any kind whatsoever, in-
cluding chimneys, flues and pipes
with which the same may be con-
nected, or dangerous arrangement of
lighting systems or devices, or a dan-

gerous storage of explogives, com- |

pounds, petroleum, gasoline, kero-
gene, dangerous chemicals, vegetable
products, ashes, combustible, inflam-
mable and refuse materials, or other
conditions which may be dangerous in
character, or liable tp cause or pro-
mote fire, or create conditipns dan-
gerous to firemen or occupants, he
shall order the same to be removed
or remedied, and such order shall be
forthwith complied with by the oc-
cupant or owner of such building or
premises, and the State Fire Marshal
is hereby authorized, when necessary.
to apply to a court of competent ju-
risdiction for the necessary writs or
orders to enforce the provisions of
this section, and in such case he
shall not be required to give bond.

Sec. 5. That Section 29 of Chap-
ter 106 of the General Laws of the
Regular Session of the Thirty-third
Legislature be amended so as to here-
after read as follows:

See, 20, That there shall be as-
sessed and collected by the State of
Texas, an additiopal one and one-
fourth (1%) per cent of the gross fir=
ingurance premiyms of all fire in-
gurance companies doing business in
this State, according to the reports
made to the Commissioner of Insur-
ance and Banking as required by law.
and said taxes when collected shall

be placed in a separate fund with the

State Treasurer to be expended dur-
Ing the current year in carrying ont
the provisions of this Act; provided
that such expenditures, including the
salaries of the members of the Com-
mission, shall not exceed in the ag-
gregate the sum of one hundred and
thirty thousand dollars ($130,000,00)
per annum; and should there be an

upexpended balance at the epd of
'any year, tha State Fige Insurance
Commigsion shall reduce the asseas-
ment for the succeeding year so that
‘the amount produced and paid into.
ithe State treasury, together with said
'unexpended balance in the Treasury,
iwill not exceed the amount, appropri-
.ated for the current year, to pay all
inecessary expenses of malntaining
'the Commission, which funds shall be
\paid out upon requisition made out
iand flled by a majority of the Com-
|mission, when the Comptroller shall
'issue warrants therefor.

Sec. 6. The fact that the State
Fire Insurance Commisgsion is unable
itc adequately perform all the duties
Imposed upon it by law, and the greay,
jimportance to the peaple of Texas
that the provisions of the State Fire
Insurance Commission Law be ade-
quately administered, and, the further
fact that this 1s the Regular Session
of the Legislature when the calendat
will be crowded with bills, thus re-
‘quiring an early disposition of this
measure, creates an emergency and
an imperative public necessity that
the constitutional rule requiring billa
'to be read on three several days he
suspended, and that this Act shall
‘take effect from and after its pas-
'sage, and it is s0 enacted. )

Committee Room,
Austin, Texas, Feb. 28, 1917.

Hon. W. P. Haobby, President of. the

Senate.

Sir: Your Committee on Civil
Jurisprudence, to whom was referred

S. B. No. 306, A bill to be entitled
“An Act to amend Articles 608 and
611, Chapter 1, of Title 18, of the
Revised Civil Statutes of the State
of Texas, 1911, regulating the issu-
ance of bonds by countles, cities and
towns, and declaring an emergency,”

Have had the same under consid-
eration, and I am instructed to re-
port tha same back to the Senate
with the recommendation that it do
fpass with the following committee
f amendments:
i  Amend the bill by striking out in
line 1 of the caption the letter “s™
at the end of the word “articles’
and the figures ‘608" and the word
"inﬂ."

Amend Section 1 of the bill by
striking out the same words and fig-
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ﬁl:#ﬁ-. angd- by striking out all of the
proposed amepded Article 608,
BAILEY:, Chairman.

Committee Room,
Austin, Texas, Feb. 28, 1917.

Hop. W. P. Hobby, President of the
Benate.
Sir: Youyr Committee on Civil Ju-
risprudence, to whom. was referred
H. B. No. 33, A bill to be entitled
““An Act creating for Dallas County
an additional! County Court at law;
providing a ngme therefor; prescrib-
ing the jurisdiction thereof; provid-
ing for the election and gualification
of: the judge thereof; fixing the
jndge’'s compensation; specifying the
terms. of said court; prescribing the
fees to be collected by the judge
thereof; prescribing the powers and
duties of the judge thereof, etc.,”
Have had the same under consid-
eration, and I am instructed to re-
Pery the same back to the Senate
with the recommendation that it do

pass,
. BAILEY, Chairman.

Committee. Ropm.
Austin, Texas, Feb, 28, 1917.

Hon. W. P. Hobby, President of the

Senate.

Sir:  Your Committee on Civil Ju-
yisprydenge, to whom. was referred

S. B. No. 307, A bill.to be entitled
YAn Act to amend Articles 628 and
@32 of Chapter 2, Title 18, of the Re-
viged Civil Statutes of the State of
Pexas (1911 compilation), said chap-|
ter being Chapter. 7 of the General
Laws of the First Called Session of
the, Thirty-first Legislature, 1909, en-
titled ‘An’ Act to authorize any coun-
ir: or political subdivision or other
defined district of the county, upon
& vote of two-thirds majority of the
resident property tax paying voters
thereof who are gualified electors of
such county or political subdivision
or defined district of the county to
igsye bonds or otherwise lemd its
eredit in any amount not to exceed
one-fourth of- the excess valuation of
the real property of such county or
political subdivisjon or defined dis-
trict theretg, gte., apd {o add thereto
Seciiong, 637a, 637h and 637c, pro-
viding thay any county in this State
whexe a road district or road dls-

tricts bave heretofor t;aen formed
and have issued bonga or the pur

pose. of con.tstl:untln,g_ roads under
said chapter, the commissioners couct

ofi the county may upon petition sub-
mit to the qualified voters of thé
county the ‘hrupt}?iﬂioi:. as to whether
or not the commissioners court gh

be a.ilfhgrizad to issue the !l:‘;:ldq*a ag’}
the county for g like purpose and to
set apart from, auch county bond is-
sue an amount thereof equal to all
of. the outstanding bonds. of any. such
road district or districts lass the
amount of; sinking fund, on hand to
the credit of such district or districts,
etc.; providing for the exchange of
county. bonds thus issued for the out-
standing bpnds of such district or
distrigts, for the levy and collection
of. the necessary, taxes to pay inter-
est and for a sinking fund for such
bpnds, prohibiting the overlapping
of road districts or subdivision of the
county, providing for the proper in-
vestment of the sinking funds of
road bonds, declaring that the inter-

¥

‘est arising from any such investment

shall become a part of the sinking
fund and prohibiting the diversion
of sald interest ang sinking fund for
any other purpose, making the same
a criminal offense, and providing
suitable punishment therefor, and de-
claring an emergency,”

Have had the same. under consid-
eration, and I am instructed to report
the same back to the Senate with the
recommendation that it do pass.

AILEY, Chairman.

Committee Room,
Austin, Texas, Feb. 28, 1917,

Hon. W. P. Hobby, President of the

Senate,

Sir: Your Committee on Civil Ju-
risprudence, to whom was referred

H. B. No. 31, A bill to be entitled
“An Act creating the County Court
of El Paso County for civil cases, to
fix and preseribb the jurisdiction
thereof. and to conform to such
change in the jurigdiction of the
Counfy Court of ¥l Paso County, fix
ing the salaries of tha judges of the
CGPFY Court of El Paso ountw,
and of the County Caurt El Paso
ounty for civil ¢ases; providing for
the a.pmi,ntmeq and elaction o
juugi of. said court hereby created;
Prov;

ing for the appeintment of
special judges and filling of vacan-
cies in sald office, and declaring an

emergency."”

Hava nad the same under consid-
exation, and I am instructed to raport
toe same back to the Semate with the
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recommendation that it do pass, and
be printed in the Jourmal only.
BAILEY, Chairman.

By Dudley. H. B. No. 31.

A BILL
To Be Entitled

An Act creating the El Paso County
Court at law, to fix and prescribe
the jurisdiction thereof, and to
conform to such change in the ju-
risdiction of the County Court nof
El Paso County, fixing the salaries
of the judges of the County Court
of El Paso County, and of the El
Paso County Court at Law; pro-
viding for the appolntment and
election of the judges of sald court
hereby created; providing for the
appointment of special judges and
filling of vacancies in said office,
and declaring an emergency,

Be it enacted by the Leglslature of
the State of Texas:

. Section 1. That there iz herehby

created a court to be held in El Paso

County, Texas, to be known and des-

ignated as the “El Paso County Court

at Law."

Sec. 2. The El Paso County Court
at Law shall have jurisdiction of all
clvil and criminal matters and causes
original and appellate, over which, by
the general laws of the State of
Texas, the county court of sald county
would have jurisdiction except as
provided in Section 3 of this Act, and
all civil and criminal cases other than
probate matters and such as are pro-
vided in Section 3 of this Act, to be
and the same are hereby transferred
to the El.Paso County Court at Law;
and all eivil and eriminal writs and
processes heretofore issued by or out
of said county court other than per-
taining to matters over which, by
Section 23 of tais Aect, jurisdiction
remains in the County Court of El
Paso County, be and the same are
hereby made returnable to the EI
Paso County Court at Law.:- The ju-
risdiction of the El1 Paso County
Court at Law and of the judge there-
of shall extend to all matters of emi-
ment domaln of which jurisdiction
hae heretofore rested in the county
court of El Paso County, or the judge
thereof: but this provision shall not
affect the jurisdiction of the commlis-
sioners court, or of the county judee
of El Paso County as the presiding
officer of said court, as to roads,
bridges and public highways and mat-

ters of eminent domain which are now
within the jurisdiction of the com-
missioners court, or of the judge of

the County Court of El Paso County,
Texas.

See. 3. The County Court of El
Paso County shall retaln, as hereto-
fore, its jurisdiction as a juvenile
court; its jurisdiction in matters per-
taining to liquor licenses, forfeitures
and bonds: the general jurisdiction
of a probate court; it shall probate
wills, appoint guardians of minors,
idiots, lunatics, persons non compos
mentis, and drunkards, grant letters
testamentary and of administration,
settle accounts of administrators, ex-
ecutors angd guardians; transact all
business pertalning to deceased per-
sons; and to apprentice minors as
provided by law. The County Judge
of El Paso County shall be the judge
of the County Court of El Paso Coun-
ty, and all ex officilo duties of the
county judge shall be exercised by
pald judge of the County Court of
El Paso County except in so far as
the same shall by this Act be com-
mitted to the judge of the El Paso
County Court at Law.

Bec. 4. Both the said County
Court of El Paso County and the El
Paso County Court at Law or elther
of the judges thereof shall have the
power to issue writs of injunction,
sequestration, attachments, garnish-
ment, certiorari, supersedeas and all
other writs necessary to the enforce-
ment of the jurisdiction of sald
courts; and also power to punish for
contempt under such provisions as
are, or may be provided by the gener-
al laws governing county courts
throughout the State, and to issue
writs of habeas corpus in cases where
the offense charged Is within the ju-
risdiction of said courts or of any
court or tribunalj inferlor to sald
courts.

Sec. 5. The terms of the El Paso
County Court at Law and the prac-
tice therein and appeals and writs of
error therefrom shall be, as pre-
scribed by law relating to county
courts. The terms of the El Paso
County Court at Law shall be held
not less than four times each year,
and the commissioners court of El
Pasa County shall fix the time at
which said court shall hold its terms,
until the same shall be changed ac-
cording to law.

Sec, 6. The Governor shall ap-
point some suitable person who is &
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resident citizen of El Paso County as
judge of the El Paso County Court
at Law, ag herein constituted, who
ghall hold such office until the next
general election after his appoint-
ment, and until his successor shall
have been elected and qualified, and
all vacancies in said office shall also
be filled by appointment by the Gov-
ernor until the next general election
thereafter. At the first general elec-
tion in said county and at each gen-
gral election thereafter there shall be
elected by the qualified voters a
judge of the El Paso County Court
at Law, who ghall be well informed
in the laws of this State, who shall
hold his office for two years and un-
til his successor shall have been duly
elected and qualified; provided that
no person shall be eligible for judge
of the El Paso County Court at Law
by election, unless he shall be a citi-
zen of the United States and of this
State, who shall have been a prac-
ticing lawyer of this State or a judge
of a court in this State for at least
four years next preceding hils elec-
tion, and who shall have resided in
the County of El Paso for two years
next preceding his election.

See. 7. The judge of the El Paso
County Court at Law shall execute
a bond and take the oath of office as
required by law relating to county
Judges,

Bec, 8. A speclal judge of the El
Paso County Court at Law may be
appointed or elected as provided by
laws relating to county courts and the
judges thereof.

Sec, 9. The county clerk of El
Paso County shall be the clerk for
the El1 Paso County Court at Law;
the seal of said court shall be the
pame as that provided for county
courts, except that the seal shall con-
tain the words “El Paso County
Court at Law,”” The sgheriff of EI
Paso County shall, in person or by
deputy, attend the court when re-
guired by the judge thereof,

See. 10. The jurisdiction and au-
thority now vested by law in the
County Court of El Paso County, for
the selection and service of jurors
shall be exercised by each of said
courts, but juries summoned for eith-
er of sald courts may by order of the
Judge of the court in which they are
summoned be transferred to the other
court for sevice therein and may be
used therein as if summoned for the
ecourt to which they may thus be
transferred.

50—Senate.

Sec. 11. There shall be taked and
collected In the El Paso County
Court at Law the same fees provided
by law for county judges in similar
cases, all of which shall be paid by
the clerk monthly into the county
treasury, and the judge of said court
shall receive a salary of two thou-
sand five hundred ($2500) dollars
annually, to be paid monthly out of
the county treasury, upon order of
the commissioners court. _

Sec. 12, The judge of the El Paso
County Court at Law may bs re
moved from office in the same man-
ner and for the same causes as any
other county judge may be removed
under the laws of this State.

Sec. 13. The county judge of El
Paso County sghall hereafter recelve
from the county treasury, in addition
to the fees allowed him by law, such
a salary, for the ex officio duties,
not exceeding in the aggregate of fees
and salary that which the existing
lawg provide for.

Sec. 14. The fact that the eivil
and criminal business of the County
Court of El Paso County is so large
as to render it Impossible for said
court to dispose thereof and to give
proper time for trial of eriminal
causes, together with the large and
increasing probate business in said
court seriously obstructs the admin-
istration of the laws of said county,
creates an emergency and an impera-
tive public necessity that the consti-
tutional rule requiring bills to be
read on three several days be sus-
pended and that this Act shall take
eflect and be in force from and after
its passage, and it is so enacted.

FORTIETH DAY,

Senate Chamber,
Austin, Texas,
Thursday, March 1, 1917.

The Senate met at 10 o'clock a.
m,, pursuant to adjournment, and
was called to order by Lieutenant
Governor W. P. Hobby.

The roll was called, a quorum
being present, the following Senators
answering to their names:

Alderdice. Clark,
Baliley. Dayton.
Bee. Dean.

Buchanan of Bell. Floyd.
Buchanan of ScurryGibson.
Caldwell. Hall.



